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Montessori School
Volume 13, Issue 5

February 2009

Dates to Remember

“The word education

Feb 7 Dinner Auction 5:30 p.m. at the Ramada Inn in Fairview Heights
must not be
Feb 9 Tuition payments are late - $25 late fee applied TODAY understood in the
Parents’ Group Meeting at 6:00 p.m. sense of teaching but
Feb 12 SCHOOL IN SESSION (make-up day) of assisting the
psychological
Feb 13-- NO SCHOOL - AMI Refresher Course for teachers development of the
Feb 16 NO SCHOOL President’s Day and teachers traveling home child.”
Feb 16 Day Care Fees are late - $25 late fee applied TODAY Maria Montessori
Feb 17 Market Day online order due by noon
Feb 18 Young People’s Concert #2 at Powell Symphony Hall -
Elementary students only
Feb 20 Kinder Konzert #2 at Powell Symphony Hall -
Extended Day students only
Feb 23 Market Day

Inside this issue:

Birthdays 2
QUICK REMINDER... New Arrivals 2
Yearbooks orders are due February 12t. The Thank Yous 3

price is $16 per book. You must have your order
in by this date if you wish to purchase a book. News and Events 4

Place your order in the school office.
Parent Article 5-6

Thank you,

Yearbook committee
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Phoenix OLeary 9°
Notalie Blaie 12®
Daniel Johnson 19™
Sepors Bomoser 20
Jordan Gary 20"
Nothan Brumeld 22
Daniel Oliver 25"

Brandon Weyhaupt 28"
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“The impossible is often the

untried.”

Jim Goodwin

Congratulations to the Thoron family on the arrival
of their new babies, born January 7™...

Clinton 41b loz
Sadie 3lb 140z
Bethany 3Ib 150z

Proud big sister, Violet, is in Ms. McGuire's
Primary classroom.

Congratulations also to the
Dsilva family! Dillon Lucas was
born February 2™ at 8:45 a.m.
weighing 7Ib 40z. Big brother,

Dean, in Ms. McGuire's
classroom is beaming today!
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Mrs. Hutton thanks...

°  Phoenix O’Leary, Lily ““ d“‘o Shaffer, and Amelia Hylla for the flowers.

°  The Anders family for y the small soaps and for a new thermometer for our fish
tank.

°  The Connolly family for the monetary donation to our classroom wish list.

° Kate and Ellie Martin for birthday treats.
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Ms. McGuire thanks...

° Jordan Gary for the flowers. @

°  The Cooper family for the trail mix.
°  Drake Militello for the soaps and for milk and applesauce for snack.
°  The Donovan family for the contribution toward our wish list.

° Caroline Byron for the beautiful decorative box.
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Mrs. Weber thanks...

° All who provided such great care to our pets: the Coopers - the fish, the Poseys - the tarantula, Neil Bedi and
family - the gerbil, and Mrs. Hutton - the finches and ‘George’ the snake.

Ms. Reimann thanks...

°  Kim Kirn for her wonderful power point presentation on art history. She

inspired many in our classroom. .
“Tenderness and kindness are
°  Mary Birdsell (Neil Bedi’s grandmother) for the patriotic cookies on .
; not signs of weakness and
Inauguration Day. - . .
despair but manifestations of

°  Neil Bedi for the book, The Star Spangled Banner.
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Day Care staff thanks...

strength and resolution.”

. i L Kahil Gibran
°  The Donovan family for the donation toward our wish list.
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Mrs. McGivern thanks...

° I would like to thank Carrie Wilson, Misty Menossi and Sherry Blair for the hundreds of hours they have
devoted to the success of our Dinner Auction on Saturday night.

°  Bridget McGuire and her husband, Scott, have produced an amazingly beautiful video of all of the children in
our school. Here again, many hours of picture taking and editing have gone into this worthwhile project.
Many, many thanks for all of your hard work!

°  Susan Wightman Means worked diligently since the beginning of the year on our annual yearbook. Susan’s
dedication to this important school project is greatly appreciated. The yearbook serves as a memorable treasure
for all our students.
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:Need a babysitter?

Meghan Rudd, our morning and

afternoon Day Care Aide, is available

Eevenings (after 6pm) and weekends

. for babysitting in your home. Also

keep in mind, she will be available this

- summer for full-time or part-time

. babysitting. Call her at (309)267-
4776.
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. Market Day.

all the fime she puts info the monthly

sale and have raised $616.7 so far this
chool yeorI

A huge thank you to Melissa Hoolihan for

Market Day fundraiser. And thank you to
all the parents who help on delivery day
for all their hard work also. Thank you, as
well, to the parents for supporting Market
Day ! Wi t h everyoneagé

the Parentsd Group $Eg

hel
.91
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BENEFIT DINNER. AND LIVE AUCTION

All for the Love of Learning

©
©
©
©
©
©
©
©
©

Saturday, February 7th
5:30 p.m. Cocktails
6:00 p.m. Dinner

Ramada Inn
Lincoln Room

Fairview Heights, IL

@ Reservations are $30 per guest or a table of 8 for $240 includes 8 drink
@ tickets. Make your reservation in the office af the school.

©
©

9

Don’' t abhifls for Walt Disney World Park hopper tickets, a special
Montessori video presentation, over 45 silent auction items, and 20 live
© auction items!

@ Contact Carrie Wilson at 205-3611, Sherry Blair at 659-9670, or Misty Menossi

@ at 659-2346 with any questions regarding the event or donations.
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Experts bemoan | oss of kidsd play ti me

by David Crary, Associated Press

NEW YORK d In one classroom, a group of preschool teachers squatted on the floor, pretending to be cave-dwelling hunter-
gatherers. Next door, another group ended a raucous musical game by placing their tambourines and drums atop their heads.

Silly business, to be sure, but part of an agenda of utmost seriousness: To spread the word that America's children need more
time for freewheeling play at home and in their schools.

"We're all sad, and we're a little worried. ... We're sad about something missing in childhood," psychologist and author Michael
Thompson told 900 early childhood educators from 22 states packed into an auditorium last week.

"We have to fight back," he declared. "We're going to fight for play."

After his keynote speech at New York's 92nd Street Y, the teachers dispersed into dozens of workshops, some lighthearted,
some scholarly 8 but all supporting the case that creative, spontaneous play is both vital and endangered.

It's not a brand-new cause & two years ago it was endorsed by the American Academy of Pediatrics. But social changes and
new demands on kids' spare time confront free-play advocates with an ever-moving target.

Among the speakers at last week's Wonderplay conference was Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, a Temple University psychologist who
contends that lack of play in early childhood education "could be the next global warming."

Without ample opportunity for forms of play that foster innovation and creative thinking, she argues, America's children will be
at a disadvantage in the global economy.

"Play equals learning," she said. "For too long we have divorced the two."

Some of the factors behind diminished play time have been evolving for decades, others are more recent. Added together, they
have resulted in eight to 12 fewer hours of free play time per week for the average American child since the 1980s, experts say.

Among the key factors, according to Thompson:

A Parents reluctance to | et their kids play outside fon thei
scheduling lessons, supervised sports and other structured activities that consume a large chunk of a child's non-school hours.

A More hours per week spent by kids watching TV, pl aying vic

A Shortening or el i minad atregdsopooaread thatthe National Pagernt ieaahdr Association has
launched a "Rescuing Recess" campaign.

A More emphasis on for mal l earning in preschool, more home wc
ents on young children to quickly acquire academic skills.

"Parents are more self-conscious and competitive than in the past," Thompson said. "They're pushing their kids to excel. ...
Free play loses out."

The consequences are potentially dire, according to Thompson. He contends that diminished time to play freely with other chil-
dren is producing a generation of socially inept young people and is a factor behind high rates of youth obesity, anxiety, atten-
tion-deficit disorder and depression.

Many families turn to organized sports as a principal non-school activity, but Thompson noted that this option doesn't neces-
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Experts bemoan | oss of kidsd play ti me

sary breed creativity and can lead to burnout for good young athletes and frustration for the less skilled.

Vivian Paley, a former kindergarten teacher at the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools and now an author and consultant,
argues that the most vital form of play for young children involves fantasy and role-playing with their peers.

"They're inventing abstract thinking, before the world tells them what to think," Paley said in her speech to the conference. "It
gets them thinking, 'l am intended to have my own ideas."

She worried that preschools, in the drive to prepare students for the academic challenges ahead, are reducing the opportunity
for group fantasy play 8 and thus reducing children's chances to learn on their own about fairness, kindness and other social
interactions.

"The theater of the young receives the least attention from those planning the curriculum of our nation's schools," Paley said.
"This very activity is being dismantled in our schools to make room for early phonics. ... Preschoolers are being asked to prac-
tice being first graders."

Fretta Reitzes, director of the 92 Street Y's youth and family center, which serves more than 6,000 children, says many of the
parents she sees are struggling to find the right balance for their kids' schedules, asking "How much is too much?"

Preschool teachers need to lead by example, Reitzes said.

"Bringing play back into the lives of children, it's not just OK," she said. "It's really good for them."

(

Manyearly-c hi | dhood educators are concerned about the dwindling

tured, creative play. Here are some reasons for the problem, some of the consequences and some recommendations:

REASONS:

°  Parental fears about letting children play outside on their own.

°  Schools cutting back on recess time.

°  More emphasis on organized sports and other structured extracurricular activities.

°  More time spent by kids watching TV, playing video games, using cell phones.

° More emphasis by schools and parents on improving kidsé
CONSEQUENCES:

°  Higher rates of obesity, stress and attention deficit discorder.

°  Less contact with nature.

°  Social ineptness.

°  Potential disadvantage in the global economy in regard to creativity, innovation.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

° Developing fisafe spaces0do where children can play freely

° Reduce use of fApassive entertainmento including TV and
°  Promote use of imagination-nurturing toys such as blocks and dolls.

°  Encourage fantasy role-play for preschoolers.

° Letkids play at playgrounds, etc., without feeling their parent is watching every move.

° Dondt insist on playing with your child if he or she is
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